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Greece. This statue was bought by Julius the
Second before he ascended the throne, and was
placed by him in the Vatican.
The Laocoon. This group was estimated in
the age of Pliny the Elder as a first-rate pro-
duction of ancient art, and has been so considered
to the present day. The expression of suffering
pervades every feature and limb, the management
of the composition and treatment of the forms
is worthy of the great school of Grecian art. It
is the work of three united artists of the School
of Rhodes, a father and two sons, Agesander,
Polidorus and Athenodorus. The School of
Rhodes was very famous about one hundred years
before the Christian era. This group was dis-
covered in the baths of Titus in the year 1505.
Mercury. This fine statue known as the
Antinous of the Vatican, until the renowned
antiquarian Visconti came forth, and for the first
time pronounced it to be Mercury; though there
was none of his attributes remaining, and it was
observed by many persons of note at the time
that it could not represent the messenger of the
Gods, for the forms were much too robust But
the acute and learned Visconti has satisfied the
world that this fine work of art represents Mercury
as the presiding God of the Gymnasium, which
accounts for his athletic form. Some repetitions
have been found which retain parts of the